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By Duncan Sharples-Schmidt

The oral interp season at Irene-Wakonda is under-
way.  This year, six students are participating with 

two solos, two duets, and one Reader’s Theater piece. 
     Oral interp, short for oral interpretation, is a “perfor-
mance art that involves interpreting and presenting liter-
ature, poetry, or prose aloud.”  It is a category of speech 
events in competitions, where participants present their 
interpretations of selected pieces, judged against similar 
presentations. As oral interp is a combination of speech 
and theater, there are specific and interesting rules that 
students must follow: They must not go over 10 minutes 
in length, participants in duet or Reader’s Theater pieces 
can’t actually address each other, etc. 
     I-W students have attended five competitions so far, 
earning various rankings at them including Excellent, Ex-
cellent Plus, and Superior.  At one competition that was a 
preliminaries/finals format, the duet team of Duncan Shar-
ples-Schmidt and Alyssa Kirschenman made it to the final 
round (out of 24 teams), placing 5th.
    This week, Irene-Wakonda students will compete at 
Districts, with some or all of them hopefully moving on to 
Regions on Nov. 18.
    Those participating in oral linterp this season are: fresh-
men Asher Johnston (duet) and Joshua Hauck (duet), 
sophomore Lara Spurrell (serious and Reader’s Theater); 
junior Duncan Sharples-Schmidt (non-original oratory, 
duet, and Reader’s Theater), and seniors Alyssa Kirschen-
man (duet), and Mario Dimitrovic (Reader’s Theater).  The 
students are coached by I-W’s Alannah Vlasman.
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Annie the Musical being performed this month at I-W
By Mario Dimitrovic 

This month, travel back 
in time to the 1930s to 

experience the beloved 
musical “Annie”!
   The high school choir un-
der the direction of Stacey 
Kirschenman, I-W music 
teacher, has been working 
for months to bring this 
beautiful production to life 
on stage.
   The story follows a young 
orphan girl named Annie, 
played by freshman Lucy 
Hansen, who lives in an 
orphanage after her par-
ents left her there. Despite 

By Asher Johnston

Nov. 2025

By Cash Johnston

I-W Science teacher Landra Knodel has been the advi-
sor for the I-W Bee Club for three years and was the 

one who started the Bee Club after getting a grant for bee 
education at Irene-Wakonda. The I-W Journal asked her 
some questions.

 Q: What products do you and the bee club make?
Candles, Lotion bars, and lip balms.

Q: What are the bees doing this time of year?
Some of the bees are in Texas, The rest of the bees  

here are forming their winter cluster.

Q: How many bees does it take to make one product?
It takes 12 bees their entire lives to make  

one teaspoon of honey.

Q: How long does it take to make one product?
It depends on the product. Wax takes a couple weeks to 

filter, and honey depends on what the weather is like.

Q & A with the I-W Bee Club

Oral Interp season underway 
Duncan Sharples-Schmidt, Asher Johnston, Joshua Hauck, and 
Alyssa Kirschenman are four of six students in oral interp this year. 

everything, Annie remains 
cheerful, brave, and full of 
hope that one day her par-
ents will return for her.
   One day, a mysterious lady 
arrives — and perhaps this 
visit will change Annie’s life 
forever. Will it be for better 
or for worse? Come find out!

Survey: Thanksgiving Favorites

   The I-W Journal surveyed 60 students at Irene-Wakonda 
about their Thanksgiving favorites.

Favorite Food

TURKEY

MASHED 
POTATOES

STUFFING

SWEET 
POTATOES

HAM

Favorite 
Thanksgiving Dessert

PUMPKIN 
PIE

APPLIE 
PIE

PECAN
PIE

COOKIES

Where we go on 
Thanksgiving

STAY AT 
HOME

UNCLE 
& AUNT’S 
HOUSE

GRANDPARENTS’ 
HOUSE

Favorite 
thing about 

Thanksgiving
FOOD

FOOTBALL

FAMILY 
TIME

SHOPPING

   Starring in the production 
are the following students, 
who play multiple parts 
(some familiar parts are in 
mentioned): Duncan (Daddy 
Warbucks), Alyssa (Grace), 
Jocee (Miss Hannigan), Ma-
rio (Rooster), Lydian (Lily), 
Bellah, Lillian, Alexa, Keeley, 

Adelyn, Lara, Madie,  Lyl-
lee, Gavin, Chris, Brecklyn, 
Rose, Josalin, Ava, Joshua, 
Tristin, Jefferson, and Asher.
   Performances will be held 
Friday, Nov. 21, at 7 p.m and 
Saturday, Nov. 22, at 7 p.m. 
at the school.
   Come support these young 
performers in this wonderful 
production. With great dedi-
cation, creativity, and team-
work, they have created 
something truly special— a 
reminder that art, music, and 
theatre still live in all of us, 
and they can’t wait for you to 
watch!

I-W Journalism Club members earn writing awards
Members of the Irene-Wakonda Journalism Club attended 

the South Dakota High School Press Association Con-
vention October 20 at the Univeristy of South Dakota.  
   At the event, which drew 250 journalism students from 
across the state for a day of learning from journalism experts, 
the students enjoyed various sessions on writing, design, use 
of AI, photography, and more.
   In the afternoon, after a question and answer session with 
professionals in the field, awards were givven.  The awards 
were based on published work by I-W students done between 
October 25, 2024, and Sept. 12, 2025.  

    Individual awards won by I-W Journalism Club students in-
cluded: 
• Asher Johnston: Excellent in General News Writing, Excel-

lent in Feature Writing, joint Excellent award in Sportwriting
• Duncan Sharples-Schmidt: Superior award for General 

Writing, Excellent award for Editorial writing, Excellent 
award for Feature writing, Joint award with Asher Johnston 
for Sportswriting

• Alyssa Kirschenman: Excellent in General Newswriting
• Bella Brumbaugh:  Excellent award in Feature writing
• LaTika Blakey:  Excellent award in Sportswriting

Our student journalists are eager to share school news, teen life, and 
community happenings—but they can’t do it alone. 

Your sponsorship keeps their voices strong and their stories in print.
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Students gearing up for Homecoming next week STUDENT PROFILE

Alyssa Kirschenman - Senior on 
the Cross Country Team

By Duncan
Sharples-Schmidt

The late Superintendent 
Dave Hutchison is re-

membered for many things. 
Hutch will always be re-
membered for the school 
spirit he inspired, his kind-
ness, his enthusiasm for 
everything and everyone at 
the school, and his love for 
students and staff.  He is a 
role model who we should 
aspire to follow. Here’s what 
othes said.

Stacey Kirschenman, JH/
HS Music Director
  “One of my all-time favorite 
moments with Hutch was 
when we were doing Val-
entine-ograms. A song had 
been ordered for him. There 
the kids were, standing in 
his office door, all singing 
“Fishin’ in the Dark” a cap-
pella, and he’s sitting there, 
loving it and having a blast. 
He had the bigest smile on 
his face.... he really appre-
ciated music. He loved hav-
ing the band play at games.  
He encouraged the band to 
march down the hallways 
and get school spirit going 
    Another thing I liked is that 
he was always professional 
looking.  He wanted the kids 
to look profesional too.  
   He was always kind.  I love 
how he engaged the kids in 

I-W’s Homecoming Royalty includes Brody Johnke, Natalie Girard, Aidan Mulder, Addison Brock-

mueller, Christian Putman, Paige O’Daniel, Noah Hansen, and Rylee Nielson.

By Danika Muecke

Next week, Irene-Wa-
konda will have a whole 

week of festivities for Home-
coming.  There will be dress 
up days, coronation, games 
played during school, pa-
rades in both Wakonda and 
Irene, and the big football 
game on Friday, as well as 
other special surprises.
   “It’s going to be a whole 
thing the whole week,” said 
Alannah Aesoph-Vlasman, 
Student Council Advisor. 
   Monday is coronation at 
7 p.m. and the burning of 
the I-W afterward. Candi-
dates are: Senior boys Bro-
dy Johnke, Aidan Mulder, 
Christian Putman, and 

Noah Hansen.  Female se-
nior candidates are Natalie 
Girard, Addison Brockmuel-
ler, Paige O’Daniel, and 
Rylee Nielson.
     Of course, since it’s 
Homecoming Week, there 

will be dress up days.  Mon-
day is Dress Up -vs- Dress 
Down. Tiuesday is In the 
Pool -vs- On the Slopes.  
Wednesday is Wacky -vs- 
Monochrommatic.    Thurs-
day, everyone will be wear-

ing their class colors, and 
Friday is Spirit Day.
    The Homecoming parades 
will be at noon in Wakonda 
and 1:30 p.m. in Irene.  
   Have a great Homecom-
ing, everyone!

I-W community remembers, misses Superintendent Hutch

the hallways and tried to get 
them to smile. Of course, if 
there was ever trouble, he 
knew how to come running 
and even how to  jump on ta-
bles when needed!  He was 
an amazing role model.  He 
is definitely missed.”

Landra Knodel, Science 
Teacher, Bee Club
    “I actually came the same 
year Hutch did, so we were 
newbies together.  I guess 
some of my favorite memo-
ries are how excited he got 
over Homecoming. That was 
just his baby.  He liked being 
part of it.  He liked planning 
things.  It was an exciting 
time for him. 
    I think what I’m going to 
miss most is our conversa-
tions about bee-keeping.  
He would talk for hours and 
hours and hours about bees, 
and he loved talking to kids 
about bees.  It was fun listen-
ing to his stories about when 
he was a young bee-keep-
er himself.  He was just so 

e x c i t e d 
about the 
bee pro-
gram and 
g e t t i n g 
it going.  
W t i h o u t 
him, that 
wou ldn ’ t 
have been 
possible.

  One time, he was checking 
one of my hives.  He thought 
he could do it quick without 
any smoke (which calms them 
down).  Just llistening to him 
describe when he opened the 
hive and the 50 bees chased 
him to the pick-up truck was 
kind of humroous.”

Jill Metheny, FACS Teacher
   “I was really nervous coming 
to this school because I was 
coming from Yankton.  There 
was such a big difference in 
school size.  He was a very 
welcoming, kind superinten-
dent.  I could go to him for 
anything. He was just really 
involved, and I really appreci-
ated that.
    Hutch was all about I-W.  
He promoted us. He loved the 
kids.  He wanted us to be the 
best we could be.  He was so 
proud of our school and what 
the kids could do, whether it 
was basketball or sports or FC-
CLA or one-act.  He was one 
of our biggest supporters for 
FCCLA. He rarely said no to 

me about anything regarding 
FCCLA.”

Stacy Huber, English 
Teacher/former Coach
   “Old Hutchy.  Gonna miss 
that guy! While coaching the 
girls basketball team, we 
were at the end of the season 
and in the hunt to go to the 
state tournament.  Back then, 
one had to keep track of your 
own standings based on the 
power point system.  Every 
single day for three weeks, 
Hutch would make me come 
into his office right away in the 
morning so he could give me 
a report of where we stood 
and who we would play and 
if we would be able to host 
or not.  He had hand-written 
spreadsheets all over his 
desk with computations of 
the many possibilities.  
   ‘You see, if you could just 
beat Hanson tomorrow night 
and Bridgewater-Emery los-
es to Scotland, you would 
host the second round, and 
if Freeman loses just one of 
their three games, then you 
would be in the top half for the 
Dakota 16 playoffs,’ Hutch 
would shout out at 7:45 am 
as I, half-awake, would pop 
in to say hi. He could give me 
an injury report of the Winner 
team, all while eating a Zebra 
donut and checking out last 
night’s scores in the Press 
and Dakotan. 

    As much as Hutch loved 
his Nebraska Cornhuskers, 
what he really loved was his 
local kids finding success and 
getting to share in it.  It made 
me feel like my job had pur-

pose and that I wasn’t alone 
in the obsession.  He never 
overstepped with the coach-
ing advice; he only enthusi-
astically shared the journey 
and the celebrations.” 

Who’s your favorite NFL Team?
                              By Ashur Vennard

We surveyed 65 students in grades 9-12 

at I-W about their favorite professional 

football team.  Here are the results:

          Minnesota Vikings - 15      
          Kansas City Chiefs - 11      
          None - don’t watch - 10
          Chicago Bears - 8
          Panthers, Bengals, Denver Broncos - 3 each

These other teams received two or one vote each: Steel-

ers, Oakland Raiders, 49ers, Eagles, Falcons, Saints

                               By Mario Dmitrovic

Alyssa Kirschenmann is a senior at  

I-W. Alyssa started running cross 

country in 7th grade and has been ded-

icated to the sport for six years now.

     When asked why she chose to run, 

she explains: “In the summer before 

7th grade, I went hiking a lot. After a 

while, I also became really interested in 

running, and that’s how I decided to join 

the cross country team. I’ve been running with passion 

ever since.”
      Over the years, Alyssa has earned an impressive num-

ber of medals — now well over 15. These achievements 

highlight her hard work and success throughout her six-

year journey in the sport.

Bee Club harvesting honey
By Cash Johnston

The Bee Club has been 
busy harvesting hon-

ey  We asked Bee Club 
Advisor Landra Knodel 
about it.
How much honey are 
you harvesting?  Seven 
supers - each super pro-
vides 60-70 lbs of honey..
How long does it take 
the bees to make the 
honey? It depends on the 
season. In summer when there are a lot of flowers, the 

bees can fill a frame in 1-2 days.
What is the bees’ favorite flow-
er?  In South Dakota, the bees 

like the yellow corbet flower.  

Behind 
Every Student Story

– is a –
L   cal

Contact Michelle at
 605-297-4419 [text] 605-
254-5464 or mstewart@
ncppub.com to reserve 

your 
sponsorship today.

Call 605-760-5799 for information or reservations
Gayville Music Hall

502 Washington Street, Gayville, SD 35
95
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“An Old Time Thanksgiving 
Music Show”

starring Boyd Bristow, Owen 
 n JeJong, Nick Schwebach, Larry 

Rohrer and Al Remund
SUNDAY, NOV. 16 • 2 P.M.

115 Ohio Street
Wakonda

605-267-2665
9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. M-Th
9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Fri
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